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\Oversight of Corporations -Dis-
charging Public Functions the
- Commission’s Chisf Duty.

COMPANIES

'Mr. Draxton, in An Able Papeg,
Points Out That Thesa Have
 Little to Do With Public,

1 T i
Editor of The 'T'imes-Dispaleh?
Bir,—Lest lacl of publle informalion as

40 the uffolrs’ of tha Corporation Coms

mission result in npt only glving nid and
comfort tothe ehemies of Lhiat ihatitu-
tlon, but In turnlng upon It Lhe guns of
e awn fricnds; 1 vehture, witlioul he
request, oo #0 far as I know, cven the
knowledge ‘of ahy member of tha com-
misslon; to eall aAttontion to gome matters
pertaining to  recent occurredges, ‘which
the publie either does not khow or else
o had upparently overlooked.

Berore proceeding,-I will state Lthat I

- haver wo relationship nor connection with

the chalrman of the commission;, and was
not respanalble: In any way for his ap-
pointment, and that I hinve nel, and
never liad, Lhe remotest cefnection with
the Virginle Corporation Company, In-
eorpordated, nor with - any similar’ corn-
pany; nor do I expect to have, [ only
desire, ro far as I can, to put aun ex-
alting and much mizundeérstood guestion
_eorrectly befora tho people of the'State.
In speaking of the commission’'s con-

! mection with, corporations, I {8 common

to oyerlook Lhe viry Important difference
bétwicen ‘miblle service | corporations
and “private’’ corporations. ik
Publlc  sarvien corporntlonge—such | as
rellronds, telegraph, companles, ele.—are.
engaged In the exercizs of publlie fran-
chisen, A business which no privite indl-
vidual, as such, may lawfully engage In.
Privitle corporutions—such as manufac-
turing nnd  mercantile’ companics, " and

' other:ordinary business corporatins—are

only ‘engnged in such business a8 any
-private cltlizén may engage In, g

The sbuses, by which the public Ig gen-
eritlly exploited anil oppressed, are prac-
tically- limited to publlp rervice corpora-
tions, and, ns a rule,  private corporatipha
arn| interested fn the same mapner and
degree ns  Indfvidoals, ' in | scelng 1ihat
piiblic  servica  corporntions  are effec-.|
tively ' controlled "and regulated” by the
Blate. e : PR

While  the: PRIVATE corporations of
the Btate sand thore dolng business here
peed  attentfon  of | & cerlain’ sorl,  the
funeciions of our government,<n thet re-
spect, are few and simple. 'Thcse func-
tionk could readlly. have besn imposed
upon the offlce of nuditor or easurer or
Beeretary, of | the  Commonwealth; but, |
partly for economy, and partly in order
1o ‘concentrite 'olir corporation. affalrs
in: one- department, they were, by our
present Conatitutlon, impoped: ipon  the
rallroad commiasion, which, for that rea-
son, was called the *'Corpornpion'’ Com-
nilgsfon. In many, If not in all, the other
Efiiles, L belleve that the private corpora-

i tlons ond the public serviee corporations

are looked  aller by entirely, diffetent
commissiong, or governmental agencles.
n conirel of: PEBLI(

HERMICET
very: differsnt_matter, -and s, by far, the

most intrledte, difficult and delleate fune- |

tion: which! the  State  has' 1o perform.

. Upon {ts ‘efflclent execution, (the milprial

welfare of the people dépends to an In-
enlculable extenl,’ No agency, of gov-
ernment, prior io the creatlon of ‘our
present. Corporation Commisslon,’ lind ma-
chinery ndequate’ for the performancoe of
thie  novel and most Important function;

cand it was for this work particularly—the

 Commlssion was established.

regulation of ‘'publie service,! not !pri-
vate,'" corporations—that ‘our Corporation
- This eom-
mission’ is the only hody In the State
equipped with (the neceéssary machinery

“for handling PUBLIC SERVICE corpora-

tions. i !
i« Public: Service Corporation,

i v Thus, it will be seen, that the peculiar

field  for ths Inhors of tha Corporation
Commission i fhat  of 'reguleilng the
‘PUBLIC SERVICH corporations, and In
ihls the public is Infinitely more Inter-
ested  than In Lhe commission's perform-
ance’ of 1ts (almost purely clerical) dulles
relative 1o PRIVATE corporations.

These things arn doubiless known to

"“most men, and yet they nre spparently

~1he

~ject

overlooked by 'many, who ard criticising
recent oceurrences In the commizsslon’s
office, as {0 théx affected 'Ite’ dutles in
regulation’ gf | FUBLIC SERVICE
corparitions, when, at most, those oc-
gurrences coneern only [the commission’s
ministerial functions in connectlon with

PRIVATE eorporatlons—a’ minor matter,
in/the great purposes for which }he com-
misslon ‘was created; :

In  the mnatter of regulating’ PUBLIC
BERVICH corporaiions, ths commission
48 largely clothed with the Joint powers
of & leglslature, n court and an execu-
tive' depurtment,. Its functlons: ara to
assess the property of puch corporatlons
‘for taxation, to make Tates, classifica-
tions of traffle, rules and regulations for
such corporations, to Inquire into and
pinleh any viclatlons of  such rules anu
regulations, and-fo supervise and regu-
late ihe public ‘sdrvice unid facllities fur-
nished by such companies,

Under these  circumstanees the uller
impropriety of ‘any, member of the com-
migeion ownlng: stock In 4 PUBLIC BIZR-
VICE corporation’ s most obvious: tue
| Copatitution accordingly mnkes it |llegal
for- him:'ta do =o0; and, for the henefit
of/ those whose Information. op the suba-
may not be necurate, T will here
mention again the fact that the recent
ogourrences’ In' the! commiasion  do not
in anywise congern PUBLIC BERVICHE
corporations, and that no suspiclen  or
puggestion has over been Buggested of ANy
{mproper connection with, or Interest In,
any publlo .service ‘corporation by any
member of the commigslon, ;

‘In  the matter. of \privite corporations,.
the commisslon's funotions are different.
. Over such corporationa . the 'commission
has - absplutely’ no diseretionary  power,
unlese, posslbly, In the immaterial mats
tor of imposing o petty fina for delay in
meking annunl reperts. The T“ﬂ“‘?’“loﬁ
15 without leglelative- or Judiclal guthor-
ity over private! corporations, and:. |Its

“funotions 'aa Tegards - euch: corporations

aro purely minlaterial, i

When a8 charter (a8 desired, ft Iz the
Genernl Assembly, alone whioh prescrlbes
by general lawa how It muat ba applied
for, how It mugt bo lssued, and. expctly.
what kind of charter mny be lseyed, The

Upommigsion! g authorized mercly o gea

that tho ppplicatlon 1a made according to
1aw, and If'E be, then the commisalon 18
raquired| hy statute to-lgsue’n’ ohurter

‘- The annual feed payable by private cor-

ipublic “seryice. corporallons of the Btate,

Don’t Goon YourVacation

'UNTIL YOU'VE BEEN TO THE J. & L.

STYLE SHOP, WHERE CLOTHES AND

Outing Suits,

Just right for loungihg
‘at HER feet on the beach, '
or scrambling over a barb.
ed wire fence to pick HER|
a rose—cool and comfy.

#10.00 for good ones,
B14.00 for hetter ones
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Outing Pants.
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Last year we ha'd'_ to ask
$3.50 for -as'good.

Panama l'lats.I
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'to $z20.
goods.
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O S———St
qul cover private or confidential mat-
‘tl:r:.cs!rhey_hre required only for tho pur-
poge of supplying guch Information " as
the publlc I8 entitled to, and are required
to be! teceived, collated, clazeified and
fiied by the comnii=sion for.the sole pur.
pose of enabling the publlc'to have access
to.ilem.! SBuch' reporis . are praciica'l!ry
\imited ‘to sich Information as the basis
of & slock -issus, |the amount of stock
and 'bonds’ outstzndlpg, the namos rand
rigldonices #f the corporate officers and
directors, etc. «Thus it will be seen that
the Virginia Stala Corporatlon Cominiz-
slop ‘(unlike ‘the Federal :}:pnrtmem of
Cétnmerco and Labor) dogs) not- obtaln
posseselon  of  nny  ‘‘eorpdrate aecr?_ls
upon which 1ta- members ~can’ “'trade,'t if
thoy would, All'the knowledge they have
14 gathered for tho Informatlon of the
publle, 'and’/amounts ‘only 'to statiatics
gathered for the  publie, ;

porations’ars  all ‘flxed by tie Genaral
Assembly, and cannot| be Increased, di-
miniahed or remitred by the commisgion,
vihoge sole duty {8 to see that every com-
pany pays them propmtly. They are not
‘even payable ‘to-the éommission,  but.to
‘tho State treasurer. -

it Is- apparent,/ therefore, that while
PUBLIC| ! SERVICE | corporations | may
have much 4o -hope and’ fear: from: iha
commisaion, there ure practically no fa-
vors which that tbody ‘conld grant to, and
no  hardsilps swhichy It could /Inflet upon
PRIVATE ‘| carporhtions,’| however 'dis-
‘posed 1t might ‘be lo” do elther.

For these. reasons no law forbids a
ber of the Isslon 1o own stock

‘In any prilvate corporation. ;

; Private Corporations.

Dut while tbe powers and duties of the
commlssion In refgrence to private corpo-
rations are few and simple, they: none the
1esa eniall n/wast amount of work upon
the commlssion, and result In bringing a
large Tevenue, much of It never reallzed
before the existence, ol the commlsslon,
Into'the Btate treaswry, Some ldea. ofl
the extent of (this work of the commlssion
and Its value .to the Stats may be had
when' it Is/known that In the year ending
December 31, 1804, there were 765 :charters
lsgued: or, amended, some. three or: four
thousand private corporations registered
and thelr varlous annual reports oblained,
collected and filed, and some $160,000 covs
ered fnto the  Btate treasury. from fees
of private corporations.. It must be borne
in mingd, however, that this i{s tha least
djfficult, laborious and. important part
of the commisglon's work, In_Lthat It omils
entlraly  the ‘regulation and econtrol of
PUBLIC 'BERVICH  corporatlons, func-
toina which are |sufficlent’ to) engross
(a= it wns Intended and contemplated i1
should! do} almost the eotlre  personal
gervices and attentlon of the commission-
era, ,

Duties of Commission.

From what has:been said,) it, wlil ‘bo
readjly sedn that practieally all the com-
miselon's work in reference to PRIVATE
corporations might be perfurmed through
competent clerical ussisluints, leaviug o
the vommizsloners personully. only  tho
general  supervision apd Alirection of It
nnd’ thus enabling them to practleally
dcvote all thelr time and personal Ipbora
(e thelr non-asslgnable and vastly nore
important and dlfficult dutles in connec-
‘tlon with the regulation of public ser-
vice corporations functions  In which,
however, 'the commnilaslon njse requires
extenslve clerical aid,

It cun’ truthfully be sald thot evén the
moat "intelligent  portlon of the pabllc
has butia very faint upprecintlon of the
amount: of Jabor and tho-extent of dif-
fleulties involved in the reguiation of the

To soy nothing of tho telegraph nnd tele:
phona  companles, tho steamboat aud
street car companies, the turnplfe and
trollgy line companles, and pthers, over
whieh thic commisslon has, jurisdigtion,
and ponsidering only. the stenmn rallroan
compenles, of which thera ara anbout thir-
ty-flve operating about’ four” thousand
miles of vond in this| Btate, soma idea
‘of this work may boe obtalped, when It Ix
remembered . that the commissipners nre
oharged with 'the personal performance
of the followlng dutles In respset o much
railroadst | . i (i
- 18t. To inspect’ the physical condition
of these voads and thelr depot' and other
faollities, and to 'see that tho.safety and
convenience of the publle ara  properly
pravided for, “Tnder: this' head the com-
miesion  has  already condemned apd
oaused to be repalred or rebuflt, under
\te. supervision, semething move. thpn one
hundred depats, ot kN aggregpte cost to
the rallvoads of many. (housand dollars
2d, ''o pasesg for taxalion nll the Tonpds,
atations, rolling stock and other retl

jloooriding 0 1aw,  The. lon, In the
matter of fsauing gharters, has mone of
{ho dleoretiopary powers formerly. poa-
seesed by every elreult and corporation
court  Jjudgn In the Btale, hul aets In &

i purely ministerial capacity, olathed only

" hias been complled

with: the power to ?te: that the ‘glatute
Withe B g

A private corporation, hoylng once heen

ehartered, the commlasion: 18 abdolutely

without puthority or control pyer’it, ex-

| ‘uept to pes.that it makes the annual re-
“yorte and ‘pays the annual fees fn the

i

Hinte, which ithe.General Assembly by
glatute: preseribes, e ki
“rhese roporta 'do not- (liko {hoge (which
the  Federal . government semetimes 1ex

See the Manoeuvres .
. At Fort Monroe
June 11th to 17th, -
All the Thrilling Events of
o War,
Use the O, & O, Route,

o & 0. fast tralns leaye Richmond
9. A M and 4 B, M. Oply twa Hours'
/gehedule, The entire week will be one
of pleasure and dptercat to all® specla-
torw ! d T LN

JACOBS & LEVY,

The Man's Style Shop.

-

DATEAN,

705 E.
Broad.

and perzonal properly of these thirty-
five rallroads—under this head the. com-

miselon ‘has Inereased the aggregale ns-
seasment. of  rallrond ' properiy. in  this
Blate several million dollars, 5

with the public. Under this head the eom-
misslon” has  prescribed  demurroge  and
swilching  eervice rules, which will save
the  shippera  of “Virginla = thousands af
dollars annually, 1 g 4

dth.” T'o require rallroads’ to' adopt and
obserye ' auch aschedules and! train| ser-
¥les as may. be adequase for the reason-
able. Jeedg and convenlence of the public
In a- brief article; it is':intpossible ©4

-apecify  the vast amount of Improvements

In-the raM<oad service in different pdeis
of the Btate which the commission lias
brought about in this line of its dulies.
5th. Tke fixing of transportation rales
and classification of traffic, and the
prevention of llegal diserimination.  This
ia truly a task requiring immense labor
and broad informatlon, .For montha ths

‘commissionérs havélefn Iaboring day

‘and night on this great work. “When ¥,
Is known' that, to say nmothing of passen-
ger rates, which they are revising, they
have been personally revising, readjust-
ing and reducing gerneral frelght rates
covering nearly ten thousand items, and
repregenting an annual saving of proba-
bly several hundred’ thousand dollara to
the shippers of this State (p work now
drawing near:its’ completion), soma idca
may be formed of ‘the extent and proa-
pective value.of the gpmmission's gervices
in this one branch of their dutles,
Their Work Well Done.:

For thelr abillty, fairness, induktry and
efficlency, the  commissioners ' hava  al-
ready commended themselves most highly
ta tho prgile, and made friends and advo-
cates of -many peraons who were formerly
hoatfle: or indifferent to the commission;
but, it 'is belleved that, with few eoxcep-
tipns, not. even the friends of. the com-
misslon hiive any realization of the mags
nitude “and Jmportance of the work that
that able, faithful and patriotic body of
men hava already’ performed  for  tho
people of this Blate.” (i)

The clerleal wrsistance necessary. to en-
ahlo  the  commission  to  efficlently, per-
form ‘all! its' functlons,™ is| ‘perhaps 'as
great as that+of all the other Btate of-
fices. combined; and, by restricting the’
commission In thls respect, 15 value io
tha people’ of Virginia is ‘proportionately
impaired, . DA

Elther through erronecus cstimatos or
mistaken economy,.  ‘the | appropriction
made by the last Legislature: for fho
expenses of the commission |5 not sufl-

| ‘clent to. enabla It to carry. on lls work

In its’ full cfclency;  but,” rather than
allow the publie Interests-to suffer, two
of the commissloners haye, at thelr own
private expense, employed 4n expert rale
elerk ' for the commisslon. at o palary
of some $1,600 or §LE80 per year,

The services of thls extra clerk, togeth-
er with the voluntary asslstance of pers
sond interesteq In the commisslon's work,
have enabled the! cominisslon to very
eftectlvely ocarry’ pen, . with the forco
which Lhe Btate allows them, tho great

‘work of overhzuling and readlusting the

general  rallroad (ransportation rates of
tliis State; but they have bepn groatly
in need. of nddltional clerleal nssistance,
a lack, which It woyld seem, should not
exlat, in view of the fact that the publio
rovenue reallzed from the work pof tie
commiselon. |6 some seven or elght times
the ‘entire cost of the commlission 'to
the Btate, : ;
Under the conditions above get!fortl;
the commieslon - has been for soveral
months endenyoring so to' arrange mit-
ters a8 to coonomize (o the utmost tho

“time and labor of |ts clerical force,'in

order: to have a8 much of suph forcoe us
possible. avallable for’ the business of
regulating: publle serylee corporatjons.
Tho present method of obtainipg ghar-
iers apnd amendments thereof, and the
reguirement of private  corporations Lo
make  annual reports 'and pay ‘annual
fees, while long {n yogue In the mogt
pdvanced and prorperous  Btates, g ap
entirely | new’ Lhing n  VYirginia; and,
though all these things are fully provided
for by the publio ‘acts of the Qeneral
Assembly, very fow officers or mAanagers
of ‘privale corparations - in Virginia nro
familiar with or understand what the
leghl requirements in' such mallers ure,
THs lgnorance ‘on. their’ part entalls
very great lubor and much eorresponil-
ence upon the commleslon, and:ila clerl
cal force, in. making explandilong to
such corporate mansgers and polnting
out to them mlstakes in thelr .applica-
tlons and renorie,  Hven 'when guch inans
agers are famillar with the law, they
nre - constantly, through' Inadyertanoe,
neglecting . to, make reporta mnd to. pay
punual fees ot the proper time, It may
repsonably be eslimated that, it all the
private pcorporations would make oht thelr
applications  properly, file thelr reporis
promptly and covrectly, | prompilr pay
all their annual dues; and ceass tn eall
on the commlgalon for explangtions and
ingtructions about mattersa which any
who  would  familiarize  himaelf
with the publlo gtatutes: would knaw, tho
yerult weuld ke & Baving ta lhe gomimiss
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aloh bl work 'm'o'rﬂ'._ihnn equivalent to
that consuming thed ehtite time of  one 4
clerk, whore services Gould thon bb utll-
iaed 16 repince thbsa ot the clerks which
tho eommissjondrs’ have heen nbliged to
employ, ab  ihelt private expenss, and
otharwlee to ald th work connsated with
tha regulation of publle servies Gorporas
tions: !

1n all States whers anhual reporls and
foes ard requirad of private corporationg,
and where n general incorporation law
(such as wa havo In Virginla) ohtains,
it hns leng, ! think always, heen true
that soma Individual attorneys, firma or
“huklnesa corporatlions have mmule a spe-
elnlly of looking after, for privata cor-
porations genarally, the matter of nbtaln.
Ing charters nnd dmendments, and of
making thelf antual reports, and paying
tho  anniipl fees ‘ad -required of them
by lnw=iill of which mallers, as above
explalned, nre’ merdly 'elerieal or miniss
terinl, as tar as concefns Ui commis-
glon, which, 'as above siated, has no
dlmeretionary power whatever In connecs
tion' thorewith, .

The navantage of the work of a Arm
or porporation of this sorl, as well to
the Biate as {0 the privide corporations
generally, |{s considerable;

“To private corporations generally such
companles save the trouble and annoyance
of making out Lha papers for npplications
for charters or amendments or annual re-
ports and of properly. filling (hem, and
of ehecking the amounts of their annual
fees, seelng to the paymenti of them and
obtainini recelpts forsame, and also min-
imizes the riak of fiir@s or other penaltles
upon Lhelr patrons for neglecting to flle
thelir reporis or pay thelr fees In time—
the charge for the service being generally
small, TN e

Beneficial to State.

To the Stalp the work of such compa-
nies 18 heneflclal In soveral ways:

Firat.—By reason of the familinrity with
the Jogal requirements®in such matters,

|| which any person maklng n epeeially of

1t would soon acqulire,’few br no mistakes
would be made In applicallons and reports
submiticd 1o the commsslon through' the
agency of such A eompany, and few or
no explanationa g¢f the law and directions
ad to procedure would be asked of the
commission. Sl

Bocond.—Ehich companlea weuld largely
relieve the. comndlssion from ths great
labor of _mending admonltory letlers to
privats companles inadvertently behind-
hand In making reports, paying fees, ete.,
becausg every such delnquent so stirred
up by the company would doubtless In-
ereasn the number of its patrons—a suffi-
clent Inducement’ for' such company to
“atir up'' such delinguents.

As ahove stated, '{t'ls believed that: if
the field were fully covered in such mat-
ters by companies making n buslness of
those things, the commission could save:
for other work more than the entire time:
of one clerk, and the saving to the Btate,
1T this work were efficiently done by com-
panies making n business ot It, would be.
in clerk hire and postage, &c, some §2,000

24,0 prescribe’ rules and | regulations|| ohiid.

for rallroad  companies in their dealinga:|

‘Chird.—It Is'in the Interest of the Btate
to Incorporate ‘ns ‘many: private corpora-
tions  as! posslbla @ (provided, of course,
they be [or proper purposes), because tho:
Btate now obtilna. a substantial and con-
tinuous annual revenue from each com-
pany it incorporates. The cflorts of such;
companies as we-have been’ discussing
tp increase’the number, of their patrong
by inducing  prospective corporations to
take -out’ Vitginin ‘eharters would thus
redound directly to the pecunfary benefit,
of ‘the Btale, & 100000 i

For these and other ‘teasons jbowill be
seen that' tha worlk of such companies.is
not only entirely legitimite and unobjec-
tionable, but 15 beneficlal (o the State,
and particularly;effléacious In expediting:
the work of the Corpofdtion Commission,

‘Under these clfcumsliinives that the chalr-
‘man of thd commissidn $hould encourage
(the formation ot” coffiorillons i

i’ Hils work \woirld med
sonable’ but‘conimerftablel "

Subsequent evénts have prpven ;
wag unwige for thechalrman thus lo en-
courage’the Virginia  Corporatlon Com-'
pany, Incorporated (which was formed to
“conduct the business nbove deseribed), by
‘subseriblng and paying cash for ono share
of his Btock, as his action'fn 8o doing ha's
becn so crucily misundeistood by the publ
lie, but that his motlve ‘'was otler than
a' high and proper one, ''or hls connection
with ‘the company as an Inactive stock-
holder could hove worked harm to Lhe
“State, 1o the commlssion or/to any out-
slder, no one familiar, with the facts of
the“easg can for one moment belleve.

‘To'Relieve the Commission.

On June 19, 13, the Corporation Tiust
Company of: Virginia was (ncorporated by
the commission, and on January 11, 1M,
itha /Incorporating and Trust: Corporation
swas’ Inlike manner Incorporated, Both
thesg” companies were' Incorporated for
itho same purpose as the Virginia Coerpo-
ration Company, Incorporated, and it was
hoped 'that las a result of the work of
“these companles the commission would be
relieved and the State bepeflted, as above

: St i

explalned,
Fo_'rjsnn-,e ciuse, howaver, they  wgre

apparently not actively rrefsed, posalbly

“because, the prospects: of-itha’ busi

norted  with itha  sommiralan. shonld nat
ad ofticors or, &iiftovea nf such companins
(f,  fact; any of them did so: act), ia)
plainiy obnoxiona to weveral well founded
ohjoctione:

£t Tha dhilof beneflt of such eompanles,
a0 fif ns the Biate 18 doticerned, fs In
saving | worle Yor! Lha comimidalon’s aleri-
ol foreng but, ‘ot courss, thly would be
neutrallzad, 1f the work of tls company
be done by the commission's clerks.

24, 1t ia not well that any perach whosd
entlra timo Js engaged and pald for by
ona emplnyur..nhould hira nny part of hia
morvices to another, whethar his duties
1o Lhe first employer nctually. consume
all hils tima or not,

#d. ' It woild give a compahy, having
commission ,elerlts In lts emplay, an ad-
vahtige over other companlea In the
snme business, in tha njattor of prompt-
tess in gotting Informition of thd dally
transnctioné In the commission’s office.

dth. It would likely bo the duly of such
A ecompahy te its palrons (st as of ah
ardinary attorney to his clients) to pmut
out to such’ of them: as had nhot already
ahaerved 1, whaoretn, by reducing thelr
nominal capltal stock, or otherwise, thiy
might make a saving in thelr ‘annual
dues to the Btatej but as the State would
ben loser by this, It would hardiy be
anproprinte that it should be hrought
about by ohe orf more of het own em-

ployes. 1
ot 'of Public Concern.

N

While 'theso  are eurely material and
sufficlent objectlong lo having commission
clorkd In the employ of such companles
as the Virginlo Corporation Company,
Incorporated, no other walll objectlona
now ocour to ma which ¢an be urged
thereto. .

With tha pcrsonnl coniraversy belweon
the elerk and tha first asslatant clork
ot the commiseion, and with any persondl
difforences  between the chalrman and
(e’ flrat essletant clork the publie hna
N6 coneern.  Those are elther mattery.of
office ‘diseipline or) of 'a private natnre
telween those gentlamen as Individuals,
which I shall not discuss, with which
1 have nothing to do, nnd in which 1
shall not permit myself to became In-
volved. .

The sole concern of the public, and my
sole ‘concern, =o far as Judge Crump |3
{nvolved, I8 ‘with his services as chalr-
man of the Corporation Commlzsion, This
{s probably the moat important, and
certainly 'the 'most’ difilcult ofMee in
the Stats, “®or Its Incumbent are re-
quired the qualitles of high Integrity,
falr-mindedness, great Industry and pe-
eullar learning fn conalitutional law, Al
these Judge Crump, In his publle service,
had ' shown  himself  'posgessed ot In a
high degree.  There Is scarcely o sltap
to: be'laken by the commlssion In the
matter of regulating public corporations
that 18 not surrounded with the utmost
legal diMcultles and entanglements.  The
whole subject {5 new, and ecach decision
of the commlsslon, so far, has  heen:
llke hewing a'path Into an’ untrod: for-
est.” Many of the ablest lawyers In the
State have deeclared that suggested and
deslrabla’ regulations 'of nallroads wera
legally  imposaible;’ ‘apd.  wet; such "has
been the' learning, skill-and fudgment of
Judga Crump—the only professional law-
yer on the commisslon—that he hns re-
peatedly " devised menns. of  overcoming
theee legal’ obstacles and Impoalog | the
regulations, and. In no singla {nstance
has, his judgment in’ such matters heen
reversed. The wvalue to the Stnte of his

‘ble,

His: guceess 'has not been the result of
Intultlon,’ but. of the maost earnest and
funremitting. study and labor ever ‘since
he has beon upon the commission.  With-
out dlsparagement of any.other offielal in
the ‘Stale, 1.belleve It canhot be refuted
‘that' Judge, Crump, as chairman ofithe
i Corporation  Commisslon;  has heen’ nne
L of the very hardest worked public offi-
eers In. Virginia.  The loss’ of ‘such. a
‘man, who {8 8mo earnest and falthful,
who has now become'familinr with the
[important’ and intrlcate 'labors of tho
office. . ‘and *learnedi so | wall = tha path
through the legal labyrinth’ which sur-
rounds -government regulation’ of  rall.
rondd, would ' he ‘well nigh' irrepdrable,
and no'less than o 'public misfortune.

Thnt' the public has shown itself ‘=0
Jealous of the Integrity and good name of
the Corporation 'Commigeion |8 eertainly,
/A most gratifying ‘and "wholesome - 5lgn;
but, becatze of a ‘trivial error of judg-
ment. on  his  part, involving only. an
act which, At most, wag A harmless {ndis.
cretion, In a well intended’ effort to ad-
vanee the public intereets, let us not,
in our excess of zeal, pnss sentence of
condemnation upon an honorable, conscl-
entious, falthful and most eMelent public
gervant, who, with his two colleagues
of similar eharacter, §s engaged In the
most beneficlal publle serviee thls State
ling recelvéd for many n year.

Tho sola question for the publie is, 'hag
Judge Crump, a8 the 'presiding officer
of one of the highest and moet tmportant
tribunals of ‘the Btate, dono anything
which shonld forfelts for him the roapect
and  eonfid g of the people?  To this

ag B profitable one, were not suffjcicntly
bright, or possilily becauss {helr useful-
nass. had not become sufficiently known
to tha private corporatllone’ gerderally In
this ' Btata; and 1L was only after these
first two companles did not'pppear to be
active that the Virginia® Corporation Comi-
‘pany, Incorporated, WwWas ' organized, and
the chalrman of the commission consentied
to Bybscribo: for: ona’ share of ‘stock In'it.
Bhould that company, by liself or together
with other similar ones, effentunlly cover
the whols field of attending to the char-
‘tar applications and annual reports of pri-
vate corporations, thia Stata would, as

eral ways.

‘Pergons, firmas or corporations engnged
i ‘business: similar o that of tha WVir-
ginla Corporatlon Company, Incorporated,
exist In many Btates of tho Unlon, and
thelr work, for the rensons nbove ptated,
15 ‘genernlly ' encouraged,  rather | than
otherwise, by the Stutes. In the nature
of things they cannot obtpin s mopopoly
of the business, for any corporation oan
na freely |iransact Jts bisiness  directly
with the commission as throughi the me-
dlum of thesa agencles; nny pérson . or
“firm in the Blate may engnge In the
same buglness—In fact, thers is searcely
a lawyer I tho State who does nol occa-
slonally, render slmiluy services for nri-
vate corporatlons  which: may otherwise
be his clionts; just as many other eorpo:
ratlons’ exactly lke the Virginin Corpo-
ration, Company; Incorporated, may be
chartered ns porsons choosoto organize
and ask chariers for,  and ‘every such
person, firm or corporation could nequire
exactly the same amoant of Infoymation
and Be In g position to do the samo worl,

No Corporation Secrets,

. The Corporatlon Commisslon ls poes
sessed of no Ycorporation gecrets" upon
which It could trade, even If it' would,
Its Investigutionsa of corporste matters
are made, und the reparts to it gro re-
quired, In the Interest, golely, of pub-
Meity, and not for secrecy, Thera lsi not
" renbrt of fuct phout a privile corporis-
tion In the possession of the commission
that s npt equally aceessibla tn every
oitigen of tha Blute, Nor hau'the com-
_misslon any fayors 10 grant In the mat.
ter of lasiling or nmending charters, even
though it were diuposed to do o, hecausu\
{te granting of chortevs or amehdments
thereld js, us above explained,"purely o
minlsterial aet, ;

Hyory prlvate corperation In the Btate
hus business oesastonally with the eom-
misalon, ‘and neither law mop! propriety
forhlds o m of the fpmmission ‘to
awn' stock oF be an officer or director (n
& privile corporation; bul, iniths cose
‘of & parporation, such’” agithe Virginfa
Carperption Company. lacorporated, prac-
tically il pf whose business ja with ihe
commisalon, my 0wl ylew Is that it were
‘pealithat ng member of tha cominisslon
Mol alock thereln,. This, i lowover, 18 i

abovye oxploined, materlally profil in gev- |

fuestion, my own angwer s, emphatleally,
that he his not. : i

T think I mny: ressonably claim that
no one conld be more deeply intereated
in the falr mame and suacess of 'tho
Virginla Corporatlon Commizalon than I
and, to all the friends of that great’in-
slitution, T wish to say that, In my
opinion, Its . Integrity will never be: in
hetier or safer handa than it is to-day.

Respactfully, y
‘BRAXTON.

V. P. I, GERMAN.

Commencement Exercises Opened
: . With Brilliant Dance.

(Spocial to The Times-Diapatch.)

BLACKSBURG, VA., Juneg 10—Tha aom-
mencement exercises of Virginli Polytech-
nle Institute opened Friday nlght with
‘6 brilllapt germarn, glven the. senlors: by
e juniors’ clase. The Dblg dance hall,
120 by 09 feet, was docorated In evergreena
nnd - the college colors, Mhuslo was fur-
nlahed by the Academy orchestrn ot
Roanoke, and  danelng: kopt up. until 4
o'elock, At 12:30 o'clock an clogant pan-
quet wng served, covers belng lald for
4%, Forty-nina. eouples and about twen-
ty-live HlAES participited In’ the danee,
Alr, I 1, Hobart leading with Miss
Nanece, of Misslesippl. i
‘Mhe enghigoment cards were hand prints
ed. nnd bore the college monogram  In
UL The aifalr was under the manapge-
ment of Cadet T. Da'La Coyr, n wealthy
Cuben, and wos beautifully earried oul,
At 9 o'elock the Hophomore brnguet win
held with eovers for ninety, Tho inyited
gupsts wera Prof, Vawter, Dr, Nelson ond
Dy, Willlams, the flrst two ot whom mada,
pleasant  informol  lalke. A dallightiul
menu. and 1he beat of good. - rellowship
made the hanguet n great sBUccess,

Dr. Wisen sald thap Hfteon yvesrs ngo
the Bophomore chy}au numbpered fifteen, 1o«
d t numbers 120,

i:‘IP;J-iniaghl. the eelehratlon of the Maury
Liternry Soclely took paca, followed

hap,
3'rl‘lr\‘aru Dﬂl'e nhundreds of viallors in'.the
town, and greal humbers dra expopted

o

next weels.
f"hose daneing the Triday plght german
corel Cadat T, ;. Flabart “with Misa
nee, of dissleaippli Cadot T - De'Lu
Coye with Miss Kalhleon Cpssell, Rad.

ford; Cadot  1odward Turner with Misd
Wille Nash, Tiniversity of Virginia: Cadet
Fugua 'with  Miss  Lily Tyler, Radford,
Va,; Cadet Tobert ' Latane with - hlsa
ranny: Boyerly, Kseox, vadet Yarrington
with ' Mleg -\\f’inlwsﬁu Deene, Richmond;
{'.‘qdnt Jowell wlllt::1 Mlss Iﬁe :i‘ﬁ_n_. L}P"I'J.cht-
wurg;  Updet Withors witly “Mar ost,
Hluhntmu Cadet (flikenson  with  Mlse’

Nungon, Pearisburg: Cadet Bridges with
Miss Pnge Grymes, Riochmemd; Cadat J. 1,
Willlums: with ! Miss  Yarvington, Rloh
mondi  Cadet Smeltger with Mlgs Mar
Willlnmgnn,  COrange; Cadet Cabell with
NMiss  Josephine  “Willlame, - Lynehburg;
Cadet Claytor wilh Miss Ellzabeih Iipps,
Blaoksburg; Cadet Roblng with Mlss How-
man, - Lynghburg: - Cadel  Pattison awith
Mg Fasque, Accomac; Cadot Huqstna
with Mlzs Sauuders,  Byluglton; - Cadal

anetter of oplnlon; butithat persong|con.
R g R patiehe ) !

Eastham ._.Yuﬂ;h (M8 Irmancos  Fheriring,
Natural Bridge; Cadet Rane Wilsop wi

services In these particulars s Incalcula. ||
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of piano building.

pianos.

Cable
Wellington

SHEET MUSIC.
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Mason & Hamlin

» We have often repeated and again reiterate
that the name The Cable Company guarantees
you the best to be had in plano  construction,
AND WE DEFY ANYONE TO CHAL-
LENGE THE ASSERTION.

TheCableC

J. G. CORLEY, Manager. nd.
M GRAPHAPHONES.
- SMALL INSTRUMENTS. . ; Lt

OLD AGE I

| But to progressiveness and perfect knowledge H}

AT THE SAME TIME WE Sl

. HAVE BEEN HERE ONE Ko
OR ' TWO DAYS, | LONG >
* ENOUGH TO ESTABLISH, fi
BY  FAR THE LARGEST
“PIANO BUSINESS IN THE i |
COMMUNITY. _ ;
The pianos we carry have been accorded the _' 5
unqualified approval of professionas musicians ¥ 1
and of refined and cultured musical @ people, o :

y and you can’t find the equal for ourn line' of N |A

Conover
Kingsbury
DeKoven

pany

Richmo"nld.

qm

Y THE
i/ CABLE\\!
COMPANY |l
A APLaNosa/E

s prgecor
£ G T SR, o e

"4 NOBLE

ANIMAL

7 -
 Blr,—Assuming: that ‘alarge class of
your readers appreciate ns T do tha affec-

elip and - send; you' from:  ‘‘I'he Ram's
Horn" of June 3, the most’ beautiful
and remarkable dog story ‘thnt I huve
over.read, or known by hearing. Those
af ‘your  readers who otherwiss would
have migged seelng it will; Tiam sure,
apprecigte the kinéincas of 1ts appearanca
11 your ‘eolumng.” "Apart from:its’ sen-
timentrl: power that: stire our tenderest
and  noblest emotlong; It Is;a valuabla
contribution ‘to that' literature coyvering
o lino that a  generation Ago was Te-
garded ag belng most clenr and!distinct,
the ling between .reason and Instinct.
That llna, faded more apnd more, -until
we now can. scarcely gat even an occa-
dlonal glimpse of 'It, and lta obliteration
{8 only a'question of time. If the state-
ments . concerning this dog etand’ as mat-
ters of. fact, ‘the:paper Is’ indesd o wvil-
unble contribution to this class of lit-
erature as illustrative if not cemonstrat-
{va materlal. | And pow Is the time to
enally verify or disprove, or to qualify

nts.
these  statome . 7R, STURGIS.
June:T, 1 !

Elba, Va., L1

A DOG OF HEROQIC DEED?. o
Thors was nScoteh collle nnmed 1'Boy,
tho story. of whose /life s one of won-
dertul devoilon, nnd. herole: ‘deeds, ~IHao
was. ihe. proporty’ of Franl Barber, of
Hunlington, Wesat Virginia, and ha saved
the Hyes of many children,” “Boy I8 now
dend. for he was struck and Killed whila
pushing little Louise Brown from:-in front
of - a Chesapeake and’ Ohlo/ passenger
train Ll i
history of “Boy" ls the story of a
'do.!;;h?nlmast human in his ‘ways, Hight
vearsingo he was taken into the hqme
b Trank DBarber, o little, curly-halred,
trolibsome pupny. He grew:tn he / nuis=
anee nbout the house and, was ‘giyen ‘{o
a farmer llving many: miles back in Clhic;i
The first night in hiz new homeo ‘he__wn:‘
chained to.n amall kenneliin the yatd,
tiut: when moerning came the dmﬁ. ehain
and. kennel wera misalng. 'Boy'! B'Wﬂﬂl
neross the Ohlo RIVer kennel ol ;lr.
and turned up ot his old homa with ‘the
\itils kennel tled fast to him, but su=

tion and fine qualitie® of n good dog, I

‘Intent an ‘ralling ‘a'blg
‘falled  to apprehend her

prome | In hizs confldence of heing’ taken
back ‘again.. How he repald - the famlly;
for thelr ‘eara {8 an interesting: story, :
Three mighta after he %ad returned’ th
famlly ‘were aroused just hefore dawn b
“Boy'!- barking and leaping agalnst”th
kitchen 'door, The house was f L
flames and’ twe! of the chlldren: were In..
danger of death, Heroic actlon-pnly saved!
the bables and'the  house.: After’ that
there was forever o -home for !‘Boy!
the Barber family. | S A
Tha Barbers: llve closa to tho tracks of .
thet Chesapeake and Qhfo*Rallroad’ and'
‘near o crossing on Elghth: Avenue, which' |
many ohildren: traverze dally on' thelriwiy
to and: from the publie: schools: For:moie
than 'six years Boy' has watched that! -
crossing In the morning, st noon, and ot
night, ‘and on' four different occaslons ho:
has pulled weet tots from:the trocks:just
in tlme to save them from being run‘over |
by a .train.. It wos for this that'employes
of the company gave him a  handsome,! |
gllver-mountad collar, bearing the Inscrip-
tion; " 'To *Boy,' with the gratituds of tha
Coand 07 and  many! loving: parents."t -
“'Boy!” wore 'that collat when herdied:’ '}
The Incldeni’that ‘elosed’ the ‘banutiful
cAareer of MBoy't is pathetic Inithe ex
trgme. Ona merning last fall 'as: No,
was pulling out of the depot’ for Clnein
natf, lttle Loulse Brown, daughter of'B
F." Brown, rof Eighth “Avenue,” who  ha
risen' 'with her’ father &t an ‘unusuall
aarly hour, was out playing in the snow
by herself, and runn[nﬁj‘u ‘on' the 'trac
all of ' snow;: Hn

d

would haye been Instantly, killed had not
{'Boy,”" from n point of vantage on the !
Barber front porch, seen her In time, and
rushing  ewiftly | across the i'ﬁ'\awen!ns;‘-"
‘Bpace, gtruck tha child with hls  bead,
sendlog her tumbling hend over Lesla off. |
the track Into The snow—but Bafe. 'L'he -
Jar of atriking’ths child so forelbly threw.
"Boy'* backward dlrectly: In|front of the
Ie_lrlglﬂe; and the cruel whoela crushed out

[ : i il

!'Boy'! was burled with every honor that
could’ be given him, and the chlidran for
bloclks around, all of whom had played
day after dasr with “Boy" were at thei
funeral,” the tour litle girls: whosge lives
he had saved acting as pall-bearers,

Miss Julta Morton, South Carolina; Cadet
Whitehurst with Miss: Dalsy ];‘;jl:glnst_?::;
tte Courthouse; Cndot Salley w
E:ili:uﬂxnnlu Henderson, Blacksburg; C?ﬁgﬁ
Royer, with Miss Virginia Vawter, M
Manual  Tralning Behool; Cadet Watking
with Miss Luey Heggleatom Chm-lntl}n
Courthouse; Cadet Garein with Mise :l?l_)t g
Robins, Richmond; Cadet = Guigan “1:1
Misy Apperson, Marlon; Cndat Cove wilh
Miss Warwick, Richmond; cn,dut_ahuc.\;
with Miss Cauthorn, Tappohannock; Codd
Charlie: 8noad with ' Miss Willle' Peny,
Roanoke; Cadet Glbboney with hlles Car-
Mo ‘Wehster, Texos; Cadot Byers with
Miss Katle Bird, Bulem; Cadat I—Illdcb!u{ui
Wwith ~Miss  Hollp Bell, Wakefleld; Cadet
Pynes with hlsg Shumate, PenriEbury;
Cadet Froehling with Mlss Darnall, Roan-
oke; Cadat J, Hdgar: Bell with Miss Nun-
nlp Blggs, Rlehmond; Cadat Taylor with
Miss Jean Coolk, Norfoltki Cadet -S::hmtaz:
with " Mlss Iya Jewell Clu;inttnnaburg,
Cadet Hoftman with Miss W {lson, Char-
lottesyille: Cadet /I, 1. Giles with Iv-vuas
Annle Childress, Bristol; (_‘adct SugtF lli!
MMiss 1ilse Ehephert, North L.mullnn.
Cadet Tosquo with Janla Dinwidale, Dan-
ville; Cadet A. Ri Wilson with Mliss 1lea-
Yor Daley, Biking, ‘W, Y. Codot Van-
sant with  Miss Carolie . Martla, Moblio;
Cudet Montagun with MMies Mary Herpell,
Loulsvillg: Cidet Courtney with Mlss Inez
Clark, Lynchhurg; Cadat Blue with Mies
Walpole,  Ouk Ridgei Captpin I-l.cn‘nlng
with Miss Nannle Davis, Lynchburg; Cadat
Grant with Alss Waldorp, Norfolk; Cuadet
Syles with Aflss McColgun, Bland; Cadat
Whatts with Miss Bhuey, Churlottesvilla,
Chaperones—Dr.  an Mre.,  Meliryde,
Praf, and Mra, Yawter, Prof, and Mrs.
Tantross, Dy and Mrs. gpoencer, Major B.
R, Rolden, Miss Dolton, Dr, and Mre, New:

mu,
——— e
DICK DUKE UMPIRE,

He Will Officiate at' Monday's
Double-Header and Other Game

rposldont Tiose, of tho Twin Clty League,
mfnrm’i‘:lu:ml Inst filght that the sorviges of 3ir,
Tichord Duke had been socured  for the re.

of the season,  Hoodesires t0 AsEATR
if'd‘:’r'f;‘.’ﬂ’oc' (he game that there will' ba no- oo
opalon for dissatisfuetion with the wmplring
herenftor r

v

st step In the refuvenntion of the
niﬂ'rlﬁ.mr.’.ﬁ ‘mum hau been ' taken by the np-
polntment ef Mr. Robert Jnightly as hetng
mianagor, in place of My, Bepder, who retires,
Tha tewn will bo strangthiened 1n the box als,
and will Bppear agmnst Manghester Monday
Inthe flvet game of ‘n double” header, bagdi=

a4 P, M. Barlon Helghts and the

glrgﬁv:&n will play the second gpmus Mondsy,

beglnning at 4:43 prunwt:.\" Two erucking %*aor‘.
AL o Tleh .

e are I 131}
By brlllinnt gome, o8 [t ald)last Weds
nesday when It defestad Barton Helghts,

et

Medal Contest at é?les‘ter. N

Thore wias a medal conlest at Cheater, undor
Friday

Lcome .n.

‘it the same time with lead-and-oll,! Toe I

(Tt 4 of the local W, O, T, U,
P IR s Qtvectisn | of | 26eR | Ball B

A

Cloment.  SIx young ladles conteated for the
Demarest mmial, the auccesari) one belng Mina' |
Jorden,' daughter “of the Baptiat: minister ‘of
Chester. Quite & number of ‘Richmond frisnds’
Went over to tha Interasting svent. Mr. and Mrs,’
W. L. Baller pong several  laking solos. A
gultar and mandolin club conalsting ‘of Misa
Lodie B, Ilriley and Messra. R. H. Ghepherd,'
: i ‘W, D, Bhelton, played severnl
protty. sclectlons,  Rev, Mr. Jordan' offered
prayer  and Hav. Mr, Woodweard,  of Man,.
chester, presented the medal In an eloguant
Fpetch, The Judgea were Rev, Mr. Woodward,
Mroand Mrs, W. M. Bickers. ik
The occasion was s very enjoyable one.

Qualifying Round Played.
Tho qualifylng round at medal play for tha'
J.Iclllluul xg]lt bnhumpl.olnshln' of | the ' Lakeslde|
ountry Club wes played yeste o
at Lakeside Park. Py Eavistiarnon,
The followlng are the names of thos A
played and qualitied; § L

Out. 'In Total,
GosEnor HATTIS0N iiees susbornsss 40 45 85000
JGranville Gray... . w420 44 8
H, Stewnrt Jonasi,s.. i W
John W, Atkinson, Jr.,. 43 W
T J. D, Mackay,,. ST R Y A
b JOLRE Y FRRl -
46 85
48 0§ |
B0 | 108
B§ . 120

wes 03 i 1
pley will bs played
91': c‘m F!nlturtluglf a.ltv{uuon. Juns the lT?h 1n-
stant,  unlesa the palrs ‘srange to pio: I
IIJ%:chmlI' ff before ttlwé }inr‘s Elprashely

o players are palred for the firet 1
mieh ploy pa follows: i Feund sy
Harrleon and John W. Atkinson, Jr.

0, Gray and R, L. Powers, £
T, J..D. Nackay and H. A, Glllis,

L Mell. Judking and H Stawart Jones,
W. Ty Hroome and @, O, Jones,

LETTER TO. M. C. BRANER,
Richmond, Va. ;
Denr Slr; Porterhouss, so much; neck,
50 much; alllthe way  betweén, i
Just 8o with' paint,  Dovos lead-ands
gia 18 the porterhouss.  Nebody wantal
the neck; the between, somo soy,. |8 good |

"enoyegh for them,

Hut Deyop c¢nsts 'less, not more’ than
betwean,  Lead-and-oll s betwesn; It
16 . the old-fashipn’ pilnt,: But gine has
Zino toughens whlte lead. Do-
voo lead-and-zine {5 the palnt that wears
Liviop a8 long as lewl-and-oil, gl

Mr John N Deltel, Falr Hoven, N Y, o
writes; ! A

A0 Chavles Hollenbaek, of this place,.
painted hls housa Lhrea years sgo with
Dovoa _lead-und-sinei hia father. painted

‘day the gon's house looks o8 well 48 the
day 1t was painted, whila' the father's 0
house has all chalked off and pyeds
painting  yery badly. ; ;
he will pains with\Devos neat time*
o Y pavos & go
Co, sell our paint

B
Harria Hudwm



